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making an assault was a much braver action than to have ordered an assault." Wherefore, another person said, "Porter was just the man to have sacrificed a thousand men rather than have it said that he went away without trying." But of course, the heathen rage and the copperheads pretend to imagine a vain thing. I hope your report will not contain the word "Porter," nor even small beer, not any illusion to malt. Your silence has half quelled him already; even with those who consider it then* mission to villify you.
Excuse my meddling with these high matters. To come to safer ground, I wish you a happy and triumphant 1865. May you pass your next Fourth of July at Richmond, and your next Christmas at Lowell.
Mrs. Parton would kill me if I omitted to say in conclusion that she, as well as I, wishes you and Mrs. Butler, and your daughter, a Very Happy New Year. She would fly to the mantel-piece, and taking up the long piece of iron which we brought from camp, cry out: "The bolt is drawn; made from
e s      '                    Ever yours, very truly, JAMES PABTON
From General Butler
January 1th, 1865
MY DEAE PAHTON: I send you a confidential copy of my report. The War Department do not allow me to publish it as yet. I have given Mr. G. W. Findly of the Tribune leave to publish it, but his information says it must not be published. I haw done my duty. Mr. Harper is right; it gave me much more pain to order the retirement of the troops than it would to have lead the assaulting columns.
My best love to Mrs. Parton for her continued kindness.
Yours truly, BENJ. F. BUTLER
From General Grant
CITY POINT, VIBCHNIA, January Ith, 1865
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War
I AM constrained to request the removal of Major General B. F. Butler from the command of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina. I do this with reluctance, but the good of the service requires it. In my absence, General Butler necessarily commands, and there is a lack of confidence felt in his military ability, making him an unsafe commander for